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BEGIN SUMMARY: UK REP TO BONN GROUP HAS PROVIDED US 
WITH ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND ON UK PRESS BRIEFING 
DESCRIBED IN REFTELS. THE PRESS BRIEEING WAS REPORTEDLY 
AUTHORIZED BY HIBBERT WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH UK 
EMBASSY BONN AND APPEARS TO BE ENMESHED IN FCO INTERNAL 
POLITICAL PROBLEMS WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN RESOLVED IN A 
MAY 23 MEETING IN LONDON. SINCE UK REP IS IN A 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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DIEFICULT POSITION IN THIS MATTER, WE REQUEST ADDRESSEES 
TREAT CONTENTS OE THIS TELEGRAM WITH APPROPRIATE CARE. 
END SUMMARY 

1 . IN VIEW OF THE BONN GROUP'S PRIOR AGREEMENT TO 
MAINTAIN "NO COMMENT " LINE REGARDING ALLIED FLAG TOURS, 
THE UK EMBASSY HERE IS RATHER EMBARRASSED ABOUT ECO'S 
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DECISION TO PREPARE THE EXTENSIVE PRESS GUIDANCE 
(REF B) ON ALLIED PATROLS. WE WERE TOLD EN MARGE THAT 
IT WAS AUTHORIZED AT A "HIGH POLITICAL LEVEL," I.E., 

HIBBERT. UK REP TO BONN GROUP MENTIONED TO THE US 
REP THE VINE/MORETON CONVERSATION (REE A) ON MORNING 
OE MAY 24 AND SAID HE HAD NO IDEA HOW THE DEPARTMENT 
HAD OBTAINED THE INFORMATION (WE DID NOT OFEER TO 
ENLIGHTEN HIM). LATER IN THE DAY, HE SAID THAT IT 
MUST HAVE BEEN PROVIDED BY UK MISSION BERLIN. HE 
EXPRESSED REGRET AT UK MISSION BERLIN'S ACTION, BUT 
WE POINTED OUT THAT THE INEORMATION WOULD HAVE 
PRESUMABLY COME OUT IN THE PRESS WITH ATTRIBUTION TO 
HMG ANYWAY. HE AGREED THIS WAS THE CASE. HE ALSO 
SAID THAT UK EMBASSY BONN WAS NOT CONSULTED PRIOR 
TO PREPARATION OP THE PRESS BRIEPING AND WAS SURPRISED 
BY IT. 

2. APPARENTLY DECIDING ON HIS OWN THAT THE CONTINUED 
CONCEALMENT OP THE PACTS PROM THE PRENCH AND GERMANS 
WOULD IMPEDE CURRENT BONN GROUP WORK, THE UK REP 
INPORMED THE BONN GROUP AT APTERNOON MEETING ON MAY 24 
OP THE PRESS GUIDANCE AND HANDED OUT COPIES OF THE 
TEXT. HE OPFERED TO REPORT THE BONN GROUP REACTION. 
PRENCH REP (GAUSSOT) WAS PARTICULARLY SURPRISED (HE IS 
APPARENTLY THE ONLY ONE NOT AWARE OP THE HIGH-LEVEL 
ERG LEAKS, NOR HAVE THE GERMANS ENLIGHTENED HIM) AND 
EXPRESSED REGRET AND DISMAY THAT THE ECO HAD DEPARTED 
FROM THE AGREED LINE. ERG REP (HENZE) EXPRESSED 
REGRET BUT WAS SUBDUED POR OBVIOUS REASONS. US REP 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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NOTED THAT THE UK PRESS LINE PROVIDED MORE GRIST POR 
THE PRESS MILL, RECALLED THE PRIOR AGREEMENT IN LONDON 
(REF D) NOT TO PUBLICIZE THE MATTER. HE EXPRESSED THE 
HOPETHAT PRESS INTEREST WOULD SUBSIDE. 

3. IN PARTIAL DEFENSE OP THE PCO'S ACTION, UK REP 

NOTED THAT THE GERMAN PRESS AGENCY HAD ASKED ON MAY 20 
BOTH WHETHER THE MATTER HAD BEEN DISCUSSED AT THE 
SUMMIT MEETING ON MAY 9 AND WHETHER THERE HAD BEEN 
A SOVIET COMPLAINT ABOUT THE PLAG TOURS. THE "FOR THE 
RECORD " PARAGRAPH OP THE UK TEXT RESPONDED TO THE 
FIRST QUESTION AND THE "NOT POR ATTRIBUTION" PARAGRAPH 
RESPONDED TO THE SECOND. WE ARE TOLD THAT IT APPEARS 
ONLY THE PIRST PARAGRAPH MAY HAVE BEEN USED THUS PAR 
AND UK EMBASSY HERE HAS ASKED THAT THE SECOND NOT BE 
USED. 

4. COMMENT: THE POREGOING SEEMS BOTH TO REELECT AND 
DERIVE FROM INTERNAL DIPPERENCES IN THE FCO WITH 
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RESPECT TO BERLIN, WHICH DIFFERENCES MAY BE MORE OF 
FORM AND PERSONALITY THAN OF SUBSTANCE. THE UK REP 
COMMENTED TO US REP THAT IT WILL BE INTERESTING TO SEE 
THE RESULTS OF THE ECO MEETING OF MAY 23 ON 
BERLIN (REF C). 

5. THE UK REP TO THE BONN GROUP IS OBVIOUSLY IN A 
DIFFICULT POSITION AND HAS MADE AN ENDEAVOR TO PERFORM 
A "BRIDGING" FUNCTION BETWEEN HIBBERT'S DEMANDS AND 
WHAT IS OFTEN A LESS THAN ENTHUSIASTIC RESPONSE FROM 
BONN GROUP REPS OF THE OTHER THREE COUNTRIES. PREPARA- 
TION OF SEVERAL STUDIES OVER THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS HAS 
BEEN SURPRISINGLY SMOOTH, WITHOUT THE CUSTOMARY WRANG- 
LING OVER MINOR DRAFTING POINTS. HOW THESE PAPERS, 
PREPARED ON THE BASIS OF US DRAFTS, ARE RECEIVED IN 
LONDON MAY GIVE AN INDICATION OF THE RESULTS OF THE 
MAY 23 ECO MEETING. 

6. IN VIEW OF THE OBVIOUS SENSITIVITY OF INTERNAL ECO 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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POLITICS AND THE UK REP'S POSITION, WE REQUEST THAT 
THE FOREGOING NOT BE MENTIONED TO UK OFFICIALS. AS 
AN EXAMPLE OF THE DIFFICULT POSITION IN WHICH HE 
FINDS HIMSELF, HE REQUESTED US REP THAT HE BE ABLE TO 
ATTRIBUTE THE BONN GROUP DISCUSSION TO A QUESTION BY 
THE US REP ABOUT REPORTS OF OFFICIAL PRESS STATEMENTS 
IN WASHINGTON. WE AGREED TO THIS APPROACH. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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